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Many Communist leaders in the Soviet Union to-
day may be said to desire war far more than they fear
it, for they are guided by a dogmatic belief that uthe
next war" will complete the revolution the World War
started.
The Soviet Union will not seek territory, but it
expects to emerge from such a war with new political
and class allies. It is confident a number of States in
Eastern and Central Europe will go Communist, and
that Bolshevism will sweep all of the Far East as the
result of a world conflict.
Its class conscious make-up and revolutionary pur-
pose distinguishes the Red Army from any other in
the world. The sons of the proletariat and the peas-
antry, with a slight sprinkling of the sons of loyal
intelligentsia, alone are permitted to enjoy the rank
and privilege that go with Red Army service. It is as
difficult for the son of a former priest, of an ex-land-
owner, of a so-called kulak or of a "declassed" mer-
chant to enter the army as it is for the proverbial rich
man to enter the kingdom of Heaven. The sons of
these classes bear their share of military work and
responsibility at nondescript and unpleasant tasks*
They are not trained or trusted to bear arms.
Military service is compulsory for all males of 21,
and it covers five years, during which the soldiers
are permitted one, two and three-year leaves, depend-
ing on their branch. The navy exacts the longest period
of active service. Sailors serve four years and have